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Jsa of Yetered Parking Space by Gﬁyarnnent'Caré

1. The question has been raﬁced»régardingvthb
propriety of paying for metered parking scpace when cars
bearing Oovernment tags are used, : . .

2, The Comptroli-r Genaral has irdicated in two =
epinion: that peyment rorlthe'nse,ot'ﬁ&%ﬁ?ﬁd;spéceswfar
Government cars wfll not tn.allowed a8 lohg e .there 15
no stotutory w-cvision or Judielal decision pormitiing it .
in 18 Comp. Gen, 151y 1t was held that appropriate moniss
could not be considered avallable tor the purchase of '
service crrds for the parking of Govornment venicles in
& metered zone in lieu of payment of parking fee rates.

This was snc notwlthstanding the faet that the charge foar
tha cards was normal and the fee covered the cost of ins-
pection, installation, operation, control, ety, of the

' parking sres and mesters, The question arose when the

. Veterans' Administration 1nﬂicetad"tha1r‘naed to park

cars within e metered zone for the convenience of dis-
abled beneficizries obtalning prosthetie tpoliances, . -
The Comptroller decided chat it wasg not necessary to deter-
mine whethor the charge wss a tax cr & foe incildental, to
the excerise of the police power, His opinion was besed
on the fundamentsl freeanr of the Federal Covernment from
interference by a State o» Muniecipality, and he- specificaliy
called sttention to the opinicn of Mr, 5ustice Holmes in
Tohnson v, Yaryland, 254 7,5, 51y in which it was stated
thet the s:bjeetion of agents of the Federal Government
to local lew may properly be extended to general rmlas that
only incidentally affect the node of carrying out the employ-
ment, Inferentially, the GComptr:ller indicated that the
identificotion of the car as a Govarnment-owned vehicle
would obvinte amy 11ability for rayment of the parking fee, .
The opinion was approved and srplified i 26 Comp,. Gen, 397
in a sitvation where meters were removed and the restricted
space ace rented from the city, Agein, he emphasized the
fact that payment of the rent wes not authorized in the
ahsence ¢f s court decisiosn or a statutory proviaion,

3. In practice, the problem :oes. not appear to have -

erisen - or at least not to hawe besn questioned - in -
several Government Apencler queried in Waehington.‘>1n the
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case of the Army, the fea 15 pald when n2cesssry by the o, .
person to whom the cer is sssipgned, This is slso #rue i
in the Corps of Engineers, The Treasury Department

obtains police permits for everycne using cars withm ’
resirictrd or metered arsas, and the Department of !
Interior 1s ccompletely unaware of any difficu*ty.

4, Unfortunately, there. does rot appear. to. bava
been any instance in which = Government car was laft: |
ir an umpaid netered space and novice of traffic in-
fracticn arrved by the local police. When this happens,
?e shell probibly have the tlsarost presantatlun of th@
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